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Calendar Dates to Remember
Dec 13
Dec 17
Dec 18
Dec 19

Fri
Tue
Wed
Thur

LAST DAY FOR LUNCH ORDERS
School Council Dinner
Year 6 Graduation
Year 5/6 Big Day Out

Dec 20
Jan 29
Jan 30
Jan 31

Fri
Wed
Thu
Fri

End of Term - 1.30pm Finish
Book Pick Up Day 9am - 4.00pm
School Starts - Year 1-6 students
School Starts - Preps - 9am-1pm

8.45AM TO 3.45 PM

Before and Afterschool Care
is available

12th December 2019
UNIFORM SHOP OPEN
MONDAY 8.15AM—9.00AM

2020 Grade Six
Graduation Uniform
For Sale NOW

GREEN & GOLD

Cnr Croydon Road and Kent Avenue
CROYDON VIC 3136
Principal:
Julie Gilbert

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
BOOK PACKS
Please pick up your book packs on Wednesday 29th January from the main office.
We have implemented a payment plan to make the beginning of the year less of a burden.
CURRICULUM DAYS
January 28th - The staff will be involved in an informative day on resilience with Andrew Fuller.
January 29th - All staff will be preparing for their classes and involved in Professional Development at school.
Year 1 – 6 - students start on Thursday 30th January
Preps – Friday 31st January 9am – 1pm

HAPPY AND SAFE HOLIDAYS
This is our last newsletter of the year! We have achieved so much this year from outstanding NAPLAN results,
(well above the state), finalists in the History Challenge and awards in the Maths Talent Quest, participation in
the State Schools Spectacular and being named as a lead school for the Respectful Relationships for a second time
just to name a few.
Most importantly though all staff and students have formed important connections and worked towards all
students being socially and emotionally well.
I wish you and your family a wonderful break and no matter what you do or celebrate at this time of the year,
I hope you are able to do it together.
Carols Night
Thank you to everyone that came along to the Carols Night. It is always wonderful to be able to celebrate the end
of the year in such a happy way with our community.
Thank you so much to Jason Day for all of his preparation of the students and the event.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
YEAR 6 GRADUATION
Next Wednesday night we will say goodbye to our class of 2019. They have been a credit to our school and
taken their learning seriously with dedication, but also a sense of fun and unity. They will be missed and I
hope that they go on to their various schools feeling well equipped for the years ahead.
Good luck Year 6.
STAFFING
At this time of the year the teachers have spent time assessing the best way to group our students for next
year. We take into account the mix of academic, social and behavioural needs of all students and classes.
As our philosophy of team teaching sees all students at a level experiencing the expertise of more than one
teacher we are always confident that every students is best place to make close and caring relationships with
important adults in the school.
There is always movement within year levels for school balance and to allow teachers to develop their career
and curriculum knowledge.
Over the years, I have always seen that most parents presume the ‘status quo’ and often predict who their
child might have. While this may feel comfortable it may not always be the best utilisation of experience and
skills.
We have been fortunate to welcome three new staff to our school this year and fondly say farewell to
Kathy Halpin (German).
Congratulations to Felicity Cameron on her appointment at Great Ryrie Primary School.
2020 Structure
Prep
Prep H - Glynis Hughes (Team Leader, Literacy Learning Specialist)
Prep Y - Sorcha Yardley
(third extra teacher for Prep Narstarsia De Cicco)
Year 1 /2
1 /2 H - Kerri Hutcheson (Team leader Acting Assistant Principal 2 days)/ Lara O’Sullivan
1 /2 Y - Bethaney Young
1 /2 V - Sarah Van Den Akker
Year 3 /4
3 /4 S - Deb Simpson – (Team Leader, Mathematics Learning Specialist)
3 /4 H - Hiep Ly
Year 5 /6
5 /6 C - Marshal Claybourne – (Team Leader, High Ability Practice Leader)
5 /6 M - Matthew Manuell – new from Balwyn Nth P S
5 /6 DR - Victoria De La Rue & Cameron Ross
Specialists
P E - Cameron Ross
Art – Cassie Mastoris
Performing Arts – Jason Day
Indonesian – Bambang Murtjono (P -2)
German - Rebecca Lochner (5/6)
Students will meet their teacher on Tuesday 17 December. A slip will come home in the reports that afternoon explaining their new class.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
KATHY HALPIN
We would like to sincerely thank Kathy Halpin for her wonderful contribution to Croydon PS. While working
predominantly at Melba College as the German Teacher and Year 7 transition coordinator. We have been so
fortunate to have this wonderful relationship with our main feeder Secondary School and all students felt
confident and prepared for not only German at Secondary School, but how things would be taught and a contact for them to know.
Unfortunately due to restructuring at Melba, this arrangement was unable to continue for 2020.
We are very lucky to have been able to keep the same premise of a Secondary Teacher preparing our senior
students by engaging Rebecca Lochner from Bayswater Secondary College. Rebecca will continue the great
work Kathy has started and strengthen our bonds with another excellent Secondary School in our network.
PARENT HELPERS
Thank you so much to everyone who has contributed to the vibrant community we have at Croydon P S. We
are so fortunate to receive support from parents, grandparents, Kids Hope mentors and Lions Club of Croydon
and Mooroolbark to name a few. Our dedicated Parents’ Club has worked tirelessly to raise money that goes
directly back to the students and we have volunteers hearing students read, helping in classrooms and always
suggesting ways to improve our school.
A morning tea will be held on Wednesday 18th December to thank you. Please pop this date in your diary.
SUNDAY PAPERS “A CHAINSAW TO THE CURRICULUM”
Some of you may have read the paper on the weekend and been concerned about the media telling you we
do not teach Reading, Writing and Arithmetic. I was very concerned about this article and its inaccuracy.
As you are hopefully aware our results in Year 5 are all well above the state in Reading, Writing, Spelling,
Grammar and Mathematics. Of course we teach these core subjects every day and we of course put an emphasis on these subjects. But students also learn best when things have a context and a purpose. We use
other areas of the curriculum science, history etc to add interest and context to learning.
The amazing 3D printed Flinders Street stations our Year 3/4 S did was then placed on a road map of the city
and combined important and critical mathematics skills while sitting within a study of early Melbourne and
how things have changed. I have never worked in a school where things are taught in such isolation as seems
to be thought by those wanting to “chainsaw” the curriculum. Would those same students not go to Tarralla
aged care to talk to the residents about their early lives and what things were like? That was part of a History
unit that saw all students engaged and interested.
What will our students in the junior school have to write about if we do not provide them with cooking, science experiments and experiences?
As you hopefully are aware education needs a holistic approach. Students must feel safe and secure to learn.
We must make learning interesting and meaningful to be effective.
Please be assured that at Croydon PS we will always focus on the “3R’s” it is our core business, but it is also
essential our students learn about themselves and the world, to be well rounded, active learners.
INTERESTING XMAS FACTS
The image of Santa Claus flying his sleigh began in 1819 and was created by Washington Irving, the same
author who dreamt up the Headless Horseman.
The Montgomery Ward department store created Rudolph the Reindeer as a marketing gimmick to encourage
children to buy their Christmas coloring books.
The original Rudolph did not have a red nose. In that day and age, red noses were seen as an indicator of
chronic alcoholism and Montgomery Ward didn’t want him to look like a drunkard. To complete the original
picture, he was almost named Reginald or Rollo.

Kind regards
Julie Gilbert

COMMUNITY NEWS / PARENTS CLUB

Parent’s Club
Meet Monday Mornings
Uniform Shop from 9.00am
Come along for a cuppa and a chat
- make some new friends
Toddlers and babies
welcome!

If you can't make it to the meetings on Mondays,
but would still like to be involved, please join
our group on Facebook https://
www.facebook.com/groups/croydonpsparentsclub/

There is still lots you can do to be involved in
with us. Any parents from the school are most
welcome to join.

The Parents Club would love to receive donations
of any excellent used condition or new items you
may have that could be suitable for the Christmas
raffle. Some suggested items we can always use
are :
Wrapped lollies and sweets (unopened packs)
Children’s toys
Small gift items and ornaments
Ribbons
Books
Unopened Toiletries/gift packs
Candles
Cellophane rolls
Cellophane bags
Clean glass jars with labels removed
Games
Cards etc.

Chirnside Park Shopping Centre has generously set up a gift wrapping stall for
school fundraising. Croydon Primary School Parent’s Club is excited to announce
we’ve been allocated the stall on two days: Sunday 15th and Tuesday 24th December.
We will be there for the Centre’s open hours, wrapping gifts for a gold coin donation,
and all proceeds earned go directly to Croydon Primary School.
Please let all of your family and friends know, and show your support to Chirnside
Park Shopping Centre for providing this wonderful fundraising opportunity.
If you’d like to volunteer to help on either day, please sign up at the office.

Prep D
Prep Y
1/2H
1/2Y
Maangmaang and Makynleigh
3/4C
Joseph and Wesley
3/4S
Grace and Romy
3/4V
Dimno and Bruno
5/6H
Jimmy and Valte
5/6L
Ciara and Paw Saw
LOTE German
LOTE Indonesian
Art
Performing Arts
EAL
P.E.

MANY HAPPY RETURNS TO
STUDENTS HAVING THEIR
BIRTHDAYS FROM
13th december TO 31sT January
Mu Shee, Nelson, Sienna, Dipti, Biak, Max,
Jimmy, Bawiliansang, Heaven, Josh D,
Kelly, Eh Wah Wah, Johan, Par, Abdulmalik,
Irie, Aaron, Jayden, Hser Ku, Lauren, Kripes,
Talisin, Wesley, Jonathan and Francis!

COMMUNITY NEWS

